
Edge of water channel (Fishlake)


Smelting debris cut by channel 

Creatures Pet Shop, south section 

The excavation identified an infilled water channel, the eastern half of which lay within the trench. It continues the line 
of the Fishlake where it visible at the north end of Church Street. This probably represents the original course of the 
Fishlake before it was diverted to run west along Abbey Water. The channel cut through an earlier deposit of iron 
smelting debris. The latest date for pottery within the fill of the channel is Saxo-Norman.
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2Smelting debris in channel fill.

49: Lens of ash, slag and unsmelted iron ore.

30: Two lenses containing slag. 
Described as possible tips of 
furnace material. 


31: Continuation of line of 30. 
Roasted iron ore and slag.

50: Slag and charcoal.

55: Loose gravel. Water laid 
deposits in bottom of channel. 
Finds - bone and whetstone

The lenses of iron smelting debris were created by the 
repeated disposal of small quantities of material into 
the disused channel. It is clear evidence that smelting 
was being carried out nearby in the late Anglo-Saxon 
period. 



3Below is a section drawing of a pit I excavated at the Iron Age settlement at Gussage All Saints, Dorset in 1972. The pit contained 
debris from a nearby metal working area where iron smelting and bronze casting were being carried out. Through careful excavation I 
was able to identify individual lenses of tipped material. Note the similarity between these and the lenses in the fill of the Creatures 
channel. I spent a month in the pit. My flip-flopped feet were black. Iron smelting would have been a sooty business.


The bronze workers were casting chariot fittings. The clay moulds, bone modelling tools and crucibles are displayed in the British 
Museum.
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