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Below are two pages from the paper ‘Edgar, Chester, and the Kingdom of the Mercians, 957-9’ by 
C. P. Lewis (Edgar, King of the English 959-975, Donald Scragg (ed.), 2008). He discusses 
references to ‘famous places’ in Saxon charters. The description of Romsey in its charter as loco 
celebri is another instance.
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2The discussion continues focusing on the use of the word locus. I have added an image of 
the page referred to in fn. 64 from Blair (2005, The Church in Anglo-Saxon Society). Both 
authors point out the use of locus to mean a monastery or minster. 


The line from the Romsey charter -


loco celebri qui ab huius prosapie solicolis Romeseye nobili nuncupatur vocabulo


has been translated (Walker, J., 1993, Romsey Abbey Through the Centuries, p. x) - 


the well-known place which is called by its inhabitants of ancient stock by the noble name of 
Romsey 


I think that the wording loco celebri is evidence of the presence of an earlier minster. 
Furthermore, I think the name of that minster was Romsey. The monastery of Nursling 
mentioned in the Life of St Boniface was at Nursling, not, as has been suggested, at 
Romsey. The ancient inhabitants of this famous place called it by its correct and noble 
name.
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