
David Hinton and Tim Pestell have both 
confirmed that the Romsey stylus is Anglo-
Saxon. It dates from the 8th or 9th century. In 
his article ‘Flixborough Revisited’ (ASSAH 17, 
2011) John Blair discusses the association of 
Anglo-Saxon styli with ecclesiastical 
settlements. Given their absence from secular 
sites I think it is reasonable to regard the 
Romsey stylus as evidence that there was a 
mid-Saxon minster here.

The Newton Lane excavation notes say that the 
stylus was found in Context 3016. The context 
was provisionally dated to the ‘Iron-working 
phase’, not surprising given the presence of 
slag. The description includes the interesting 
comment on ‘a noticeable change in the type of 
slag at top of layer and bottom’. This shows that 
these deposits were not subject to later 
disturbance - the different slag types would 
have been intermixed. It is unfortunate that the 
location of the stylus within the layer was not 
recorded. It is very unlikely to have been 
introduced as part of the post-medieval 
disturbance on the western side of the trench. 
Therefore it was probably associated with the 
slag deposits.
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